Haemoglobin C gene in south eastern Nigeria.
Haemoglobin C (Hb C) is very rare in eastern Nigeria (east of River Niger). Isolated cases have been reported. The incidence is however as high as 6% in western Nigeria. This study was undertaken to locate the isolated cases with a view to determining their origin. Hb electrophoresis was performed on 4,263 subjects in Akwa Ibom State in south eastern region of Nigeria. The subjects were selected from all the local government areas of the state and were aged 15 years and above. They comprised secondary school children, civil servants, farmers and fishermen. The results revealed complete absence of Hb C from the upland population whereas this was present in the fishing settlement population (6 or 0.4% Hb AC and one or 0.07% Hb SC subjects). The possible entry points of Hb C gene into south eastern Nigeria is discussed.